California State Polytechnic University at Pomona

COURSE SYLLABUS

MU 336-01 (34045)

GUITAR FUNDAMENTALS – Spring 2018
Time:



MW 9:00-9:50
Instructor:


Dr. Buzz Gravelle

Bldg./Classroom:

24-105
Office:



24-156
Office Hours:


Mondays & Wednesdays 10:00-10:30, Fridays 2:45-4:15 or by appointment




Office hours will also be posted on office door 

Email:



drgravelle@cpp.edu

Final:



Monday of finals week, 9:10-11:10 am
Holidays affecting this class:
Monday, May 28th (Memorial Day)
Course Catalog Description: Fundamentals of playing and teaching guitar for music majors and minors who plan to teach music in the public schools K-12; right- and left-hand techniques for nylon and steel-string guitar pedagogy. 
Course Objectives: To prepare students to teach a beginner guitar class in schools grade k-12th through the acquisition of basic guitar skills and an understanding of pedagogical principles as they relate to guitar k-12th grade.

Expected Course Outcomes:  Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to:
· Correctly handle and tune the guitar
· Be able to change the strings on a guitar and understand other basic guitar maintenance. Produce an acceptable tone on the instrument with both the right hand fingers and with a plectrum.
· Demonstrate a familiarity with basic left hand fingering in (at least) the first position for both single note and chordal playing.
· Demonstrate fundamental note and chord reading skills, as well as a familiarity with reading tablature.
· Perform beginner/early intermediate level melodies, chords, and solo and ensemble guitar music in a variety of styles.
· Perform in a beginning ensemble formed within the class.
· Demonstrate knowledge of basic teaching methods and methodologies, grades k-12, for class guitar.
Required materials :
· Mel Bay: Mastering the Guitar: Class Method Level 1/Beginning (9th grade and higher)

· A functional acoustic guitar (steel string or nylon string or electric)

· Standard writing materials and music paper

· Guitar picks (plectrums), set of guitar strings

· Readings, as assigned

Course Format: Each class meeting will include discussion, practice time, listening, and practical application of the musical principles discussed. At times I will address the class as college music majors, other times as if you are all young teens, modeling the teaching style that works with that age. At other times I will run the class as a master class of teachers. You will be asked to switch roles as needed for the learning process.
POLICIES

Policies concerning communication/digital/cell/etc. devices in class: Laptop/tablet/cell phone policy: Your cell phone should put away during class. You are allowed to use a laptop/tablet computer during class for note taking only. 
Attendance: You are expected to attend class regularly and arrive on time. Missing a class means you have missed a significant amount of material and ideas. More than one unexcused absence will lower your grade by one grade (A becomes A-, B+ becomes B, etc…)
Classroom Etiquette: Do not start packing up your belongings until I excuse the class. No food or drinks in class except water. 
Academic Integrity: “Academic dishonesty is a serious offense that can diminish the quality of scholarship, the academic environment, the academic reputation, and the quality of a Cal Poly Pomona degree.” [University Policy on Academic Dishonesty] Plagiarism, cheating on tests, sabotage, or altering an academic record are all examples of academic dishonesty. Any dishonest behavior will be cause for an automatic “F” grade for the course.  See the University policy on Academic Integrity in the Cal Poly Pomona catalogue for more information.

General Information: All assignments are the full responsibility of the student to complete. There will be no make-ups on exams or in-class performances. You must be present on the day they are scheduled. 
Grading: 
Skills proficiencies: 40%
In-class teaching presentation: 10%
Final performance: 20%
Final project: 30%
Final Grades: 92-100=A; 90-91=A-; 88-89=B+; 82-87=B; 80-81=B-; 78-79=C+; 72-77=C; 70-71=C-; 68-69=D+; 62-67=D; 60-61=D-; Below 60=F

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Anticipated Schedule (assignments may be modified for students with previous guitar experience): 

Week 1: M.B. pgs 1-18 (partial G, G7, C chords) parts of the guitar, types of guitars, reading chord diagrams/tablature/standard notation, introduction to right/left hand techniques/posture. Single-note warm-ups/melodies

Week 2: M.B. pgs. 19-32 (single notes on strings 1 and 2). Learning/teaching to tune the instrument. Using a pick.

Week 3: M.B. pgs. 33-39 (em, D chords, single notes on string 3) 1st proficiency exam.
Week 4: M.B. pgs. 40-51 (full G, G7, C chords). Blues. In-class teaching.

Week 5: M.B. pgs. 52-60 (am, D7 chords, notes on string 4) 2nd proficiency exam. Discuss final project.

Week 6: M.B. pgs 61-71 (notes on string 5). Classical right hand technique: alternating index and middle. In-class teaching.

Week 7: M.B. pg 72-81 (notes on string 6, high A, E and A chords) C major scale. In-class teaching. 3rd proficiency exam.
Week 8: M.B. pgs. 82-96 (chromatic notes in first position, key of G) G major scale. Classical right hand techniques: arpeggios

Week 9: M.B.  pgs. 109-119 (Key of F) F major scale. Classical right hand technique: scales/music in two parts

Week 10: M.B. pgs 120-129 (F, B-flat, dm chords). 4th proficiency exam.

Final: solo & ensemble performances. Final projects due.

