California State Polytechnic University at Pomona

COURSE SYLLABUS

MU 1201-01 (70887)

Music Theory I: Diatonic Harmony - Fall Semester 2019
Time:



MWF 9:15-10:20
Instructor:


Dr. Buzz Gravelle

Bldg./Classroom:

24-159
Office:



24-156
Office Hours:


Wednesday 1:40-2:20, Friday 2:00-4:00 or by appointment




Office hours will also be posted on office door 

Email:



drgravelle@cpp.edu

Final:



Week of Dec. 9th-15th. Exact time TBA
Holidays affecting this class:
Monday Sept. 2nd (Labor Day)
                                                                  Monday, Nov. 11th (Veteran’s Day)
                                                                  Friday, Nov. 29th (Thanksgiving)
Course Catalog Description: Reading, playing, singing, listening to and analyzing rhythms; simple, double, and triple meters; dotted notes, the pitches of the treble and bass clefs, major scales and key signatures; major and minor triads; principal triads in major keys, and their inversions, minor key signatures, major and minor key relationships. Component(s): 4 lectures/problem-solving. Prerequisite(s): 70% or better on departmental intake examination.
Required Background or Experience: Students must have passed a department issued music theory placement exam or have previously taken MU1000 at Cal Poly Pomona with a 70% passing grade.

Required materials 

1) Workbook of materials for class. Sold at the copy center in the Union.

2) Tonal Harmony, 7th edition. Authors: Kostka, Payne, Alman


3) Access to online ear training websites and/or apps.

4) Music manuscript paper, pencil 
Course Format: Each class meeting will include lectures, discussion, listening, and practical application of the musical principles discussed. The hands-on application will be both individual and group singing and analysis. 

Expected Course Outcomes: Upon completion of the course, the student will:
1. gain practical working knowledge of rhythms, scales and chords

2. gain the ability to vocalize, and play on the keyboard from musical notation

3. gain the ability to analyze scale patterns, meters, durations and chords.

4. develop aural musicianship and aural analysis skills, including the ability to perform musical excerpts and to detect errors in musical performances and begin developing  written music theory and analysis.

5. acquire an initial ability to analyze, identify and describe form, style and expressive elements in music with an understanding of compositional devices, harmonic  progressions, and cadences.

6. understand and apply compositional techniques andtextures, and be able to harmonize melodies and create melodic and rhythmic compositions.

7. progress towards reading and notating music at an introductory level, as well as  towards an understanding of arranging music for voices and various acoustic instruments

POLICIES

Policies concerning communication/digital/cell/etc. devices in class:

Laptop/tablet/cell phone policy: Your cell phone should put away during class. You are allowed to use a laptop/tablet computer during class for note taking only. No texting/reading email/cruising the internet, etc. 

Attendance:

You are expected to attend class regularly and arrive on time. Missing a class means you have missed a significant amount of material and ideas. More than one unexcused absence will lower your grade by one grade (A becomes A-, B+ becomes B, etc…)
Classroom Etiquette:

Do not start packing up your belongings until I excuse the class. No food or drinks in class except water. 

General Information:

All assignments are the full responsibility of the student to complete. There will be no make-ups on exams. You must be present on the day they are scheduled. Any dishonest behavior or plagiarism will be cause for an automatic “F” grade for the course (see the University policy on Academic Integrity in the Cal Poly Pomona catalogue for more information).

Singing
Each student is required to prepare weekly conducting and singing of melodies from the sight-singing text. In-class difficulties result in a makeup appointment during office hours. Students are to practice singing the melodies and performing the rhythms outside of class. Students should spend at least 90 minutes per week (more, if necessary) working on singing skills.
Ear-Training 
A trained ear is essential for success as a musician. Students are expected to work on ear-training skills outside of class. Students should spend at least 90 minutes per week (more, if necessary) working on ear-training. There will be periodic ear-training tests, and ear-training sections will be included on both the midterm and final exams. 

The following websites/apps are recommended for assisting with ear-training, especially interval, chord, and melodic identification:


PC/laptop:



Intervals and chords recognition:


 www.musictheory.net/exercises (under Ear Training > intervals, chords)


Melodic dictation:


www.teoria.com/exerises/md.php (under Melodic Dictation)


Apps for the iPhone/iPad (available in the App store) There are a number of useful ear-training apps, 


including:
· Good Ear app—sold as a bundle of four apps, or separately as Good Ear Interval, Good Ear Chords, Good Ear Scales, and Good Ear Melody
· Better Ears app

Apps for the Android operating system (available in the Google Play store) 

· Perfect Ear Trainer app
Grading: 
Letter grades will be determined by standard averaging of letter grades on homework, the two midterms, musicianship tests, and the final.

Homework: 40%

Midterms: 20% (10% each)
Final: 30%

Musicianship tests (singing/ rhythm/ interval identification): 10%

Final Grades: 92-100=A; 90-91=A-; 88-89=B+; 82-87=B; 80-81=B-; 78-79=C+; 72-77=C; 70-71=C-; 68-69=D+; 62-67=D; 60-61=D-; Below 60=F

Homework turned in up to one week past the due date will receive a penalty of a full letter grade. Homework one week past the due-date will not be accepted. Homework that receives an initial grade of C- or below can be re-completed and turned in up to a week past the date it is returned. The highest grade re-completed homework can receive is a B.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Course Outline
Students will read chapters in the text, complete weekly assignments from the homework packet, work on ear-training, and prepare weekly singing assignments. 

Topics covered during the quarter include:

Duration:

· Acoustics; the properties of sound; 

· the overtone series (1st to 10th partials, e.g., from A110 to C#1100)

· Pulse, meter, rhythm, phrase and form

· Notation of rhythm and meter, notes and rests, ties, dots, stemming and beaming

· Divisions and subdivisions of the beat: simple and compound meters; tuplets.
Texture: 
· monophony, homophony, heterophony and polyphony
Pitch:
· Notation of pitch, clefs, grand staff, octave register names

· Musical alphabet, accidentals, enharmonics, 

· Intervals (number and quality), inversions, complements, consonance and dissonance

· Melodic (successive) and harmonic (simultaneous) intervals

· Scales, diatonic major and natural minor modes; tetrachords and pentachords,

· Scale-degree names, numbers, and solfege

· Altered minor scales

· Relative and parallel majors and minors

· Key signatures, circle of 5ths

· Triads, tertian harmony, 7th chords and their inversions

· Figured bass and pop chord (lead-sheet) symbols with slash basses

· Chord progressions, chords in keys, functional roman numerals

· Chorale analysis

· Pop-song analysis

Part-writing:

· Setting single chords: range, spacing, doubling

· Harmonic rhythm, homophonic music

· Cadences, identifying and writing

· Voice movement types (parallel, similar, contrary, oblique)

· Voice-leading needs and preferences

Musicianship: 
· Basic conducting patterns

· Prepared singing and sight-singing-- moveable do (minor on la); fixed ABC

· Interval recognition (ascending, descending, harmonic)

· Triad recognition (major and minor)

· Rhythm exercises

· Basic melodic dictation

Midterm no. 1: 6th week  

Midterm no. 2: 11th week 

Review: 15th week

